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The Childhood Cancer Survivorship, Treatment, 
Access and Research (STAR) Act
• Enacted in June 2018, the law (Public Law No: 115-180 ) was 

designed to advance pediatric/AYA cancer survivor research 
and care

• The STAR Act authorizes:
• Enhancements to biospecimen collection and 

infrastructure (Section 101, directed to NIH/NCI)
• Improvements to cancer registry infrastructure (Section 

102, directed to CDC)
• Research to improve the care of and quality of life for 

survivors (Section 202, directed to NIH/NCI)
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/292/text?q=%7B%22search%22:%5B%22s292%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2


Childhood Cancer Incidence and Survival
N
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Ward, et al. CA; 2014. https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21219



Childhood Cancer Incidence – Age at Diagnosis
N

C
I S

ur
vi

vo
rs

hi
p 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d 
Fu

nd
in

g

Ward, et al. CA; 2014. https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21219



Childhood Cancer Incidence since 1975
N
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NASEM: Childhood cancers and disability, 2021.



Childhood Cancer Incidence since 1975
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Ward, et al. CA; 2014. https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21219



Childhood Cancer Mortality since 1975
N
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Ward, et al. CA; 2014. https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21219



Childhood Cancer Survival since 1990
N
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NASEM: Childhood cancers and disability, 2021.



Differences in Treatment Outcomes
N

C
I S

ur
vi

vo
rs

hi
p 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d 
Fu

nd
in

g

Henderson, et al. JCO 2011.



EFS after Targeted Immunotherapy for Neuroblastoma
N
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Bona, et al; JNCI, 2021. .



Cumulative Burden of Morbidity among Survivors
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Gibson, et al. Lancet, 2018.
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Robison, Nat Ca Rev, 2014.



Attendance at Survivorship Clinic
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Zheng, J of Ca Surv, 2016.



Distance to Clinic is One Factor
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Nathan, et al; J Ca Surv, 2016.



Visualizing 
Morbidity
and 
Barriers to
Optimal 
CareN
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Robison, Nat Ca Rev, 2014.



Thank You.



www.cancer.gov www.cancer.gov/espanol
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